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ashion Week and its runway 
shows are not only a series of 
parties chock full of celebs and 
paparazzi, they’re also some of 
the most important events that 
store buyers will attend during 
the year to view selections and 

choose their merchandise.
A lot of thought and effort goes into the 

designs, of course, but there are also months dedi-
cated to planning the models’ hair and makeup, 
along with the show’s theme, music, and mood. In 
New York City, a lot of shows take place in tents at 
Lincoln Center that are specifically constructed for 
Fashion Week. Other designers pick venues such 
as warehouse spaces, hotels, or even the New York 
Public Library.

“The days leading up to Fashion Week are a 
science experiment for fashionistas,” says Lubov 
Azria, chief creative officer of BCBG Max Azria 
Group. “I rely on my production team to get 
me through the final days. They do everything 
related to runway, outside of making the clothes. 
They’ve mapped out minute-by-minute the New 
York schedule … music meetings; hair, makeup, 
and manicure tests; finalizing the cast; fittings; 
you name it, they’ve scheduled it. The runway 
schedule has everything but my bedtime  
slotted in.” 

Fashion Week typically runs in four cities: 
New York, London, Paris, and Milan. There are 
two major seasons per year — autumn/winter and 
spring/summer. The autumn/winter shows always 
start in New York in February, and spring/summer 
shows start in New York in September. Menswear 
runs the same time as womenswear because some 
designers feature both, and a lot of times, they will 
be in the same show.

Here, a typical timeline of the making of a fash-
ion show during Fashion Week.
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